 THE WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM – 1963


Ch. 1 – Find an example of racism in the first 10 pages.  How does this establish the setting and theme?

Ch. 2 – How does the author make you empathize with the narrator?  Find 3 examples.

Ch. 3 – Why does Rufus stop playing with Kenny?  How does Kenny feel about what he did?  What does it establish about Kenny’s character?

Ch. 4 – There are many scenes of bullying in this chapter.  What might the author be saying about human nature?

DQ #1:  What assumptions do the characters make about other people?  Are they true?

Make a chart of what people think and how the character really is.

Ch. 5 – Do you think Momma was really going to burn Byron?  Or did she know Joetta would try to stop her?  What is she trying to teach the kids?

Ch. 6 – Why does killing the bird upset Byron?  What does it say about him?  Make a list of Byron’s good and bad qualities.  Can you think of other fictional characters who have opposite parts to their personalities?  List 3. Why are these types of characters more interesting than ones that are all good or all bad?

Ch. 7 – What does Byron do to his hair?  Why?  What does Byron’s dad do to Byron’s hair?  Why?

Ch. 8 – Why do the Watsons go to Birmingham?

DQ #2:  Why is Byron’s dad so upset with Byron?  What are the larger implications?

Ch. 9 – What is significant about the angel that the neighbor gives to Joey?  How does this relate to the theme of the book?

DQ #3:  What does the dad want Kenny and Byron to be ready for in the real world?

Ch. 10 – What kind of people does Byron tell Kenny to be worried about meeting down South?  Why?

Ch.  11 – Why does Byron say he is going to be nice to Grandma Sands?  What reason does he give?  Do you believe him?

DQ #4:  Why does Kenny’s dad joke about rednecks with Kenny?  What is he trying to do?

Ch. 12 – Who is Mr. Robert?

DQ: #5:  Surprisingly, Byron seems to be having a good time in Alabama.  Why do you think that is?

Ch. 13 – What is the Wool Pooh?  What does it do to Kenny?

DQ #6:  How is spending time in Alabama changing Byron?

Ch. 14 – What happens to Joey’s church?  What happens to Joey?

Ch. 15 – Where does Kenny hide?  Why?  

DQ #7:  In what ways does Kenny grow up by the end?  In what ways does Byron grow up?

Epilogue – List 3 important events from the Civil Rights movement mentioned in the epilogue.

